DECEMBER 21, 2025

PARISH CLERGY

Reverend William J. Monahan
Pastor
fatherwill@stjohnpa.org

Reverend Alexander Gibbs
Weekend Assistance

Deacon Thomas Cusick

Deacon James E. Hartmann
(Retired)

PARISH STAFF
Cathleen M. Lynskey
Office Manager
clynskey@stjohnpa.org

Matthew Smith
Business Manager
businessmanager@stjohnpa.org

Christa Stefanchik, Director,
Parish Religious Education Pro-
gram
prepdirector@stjohnpa.org

Maureen Traynor
Parish Office Support
bulletineditor@stjohnpa.org

David Tapp
Parish Music Ministry
musicdirector@stjohnpa.org

Meghan Horn
Parish Communications
and Social Media
web@stjohnpa.org

Maria Shadle
Youth Ministry

PLEASE NOTE:

If any parishioner, a family
member, or a loved one are in
need of a priest, please call
the EMERGENCY CONTACT

NUMBER at 215-375-0460
and leave a detailed message.

WWW.STJOHNPA.ORG

ST ¢ JOHN THE EVANGELIST
ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

OUR MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday Vigil Mass: Saturday 4:00 PM
Sunday: 7:30, 9:30 and 11:30 AM
Weekdays Monday - Saturday 8:00 AM
Holy Day Vigil—5:30 PM
Holy Day—8:00 AM and 7:00 PM

CHRISTMAS

Becins WiTH

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION
Saturdays: 2:45 PM - 3:45 PM
Tuesdays: 8:30 AM - 9:00 AM
Other times by appointment

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Preparations for Baptism should begin before your
child is born. All expectant parents or parents of
newborn children are asked to enroll themselves in
our Parish Baptism Preparation class. Information
will be shared when parents call to register for
Baptism. Our small classes are held in our Pastoral
Life Center. Baptisms are ordinarily celebrated on
the first and third Sundays of each month at 1PM.

PASTORAL LIFE CENTER

752 Big Oak Road, Morrisville, PA 19067
215.295.4102, 4103
sjeoffices@stjohnpa.org

OFFICE HOURS

Monday to Friday
9 AM-5PM
No office hours on Saturday
or Sunday, except by appointment

P.R.E.P. OFFICE

728 Big Oak Road
215.295.9239

ADORATION OF THE
BLESSED SACRAMENT

Sunday through Friday- after daily Mass,
until 8:00 PM. Saturday -until Vigil Mass.

LECTIO DIVINA
Wednesdays: 8:30 AM in the Chapel

MIRACULOUS MEDAL NOVENA
Saturdays, following 8:00 AM Mass

VISITING THE SICK

If a family member is sick in the hospi-
tal, at home, or in a nursing home and
they would like to have a short visit by a
member of our Pastoral staff, please
call the Parish Office at 215-295-4102.

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION OF ADULTS

The OCIA is a process of welcoming
new members into our Catholic faith. It
also welcomes baptized Catholics who
have not yet received the Sacraments of
Confession, First Communion, or Con-
fimation. Please contact Lori Miller at
856-905-2624 for more information.

Fakolujo, 215-378-7666
Bible Study: Jane McGinniss, 267-981-3739
Caring for Friends: Mary Africa, 215-378-9438

Lynskey, clynskey@stjohnpa.org

Adoration Society: Maria DiDonato, Cynthia Mariotti
Altar Servers: Lucy Fronheiser, lucydonnellan@gmail.com
Bakery Basket: Joan Graves, 267-760-3950, and Sinota

Bereavement Group: Kathy Ross, 267-230-1224
Blessed Counters: Fr. William Monahan, 215-295-4102
Community Food Drive: Cathy McLean, 267-833-3177

CYO Athletic Director: Joe Hartigan, cyodirector@stjohnpa.org
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: Cathleen

PARISH MINISTRIES

Funeral Liturgy Assistance: Rosemary Goode,
215-493-7424

Jesse Tree: Joe and Pat Mursch,
Jjessetree.stiohn@gmail.com

Knights of Columbus #7515: Grand Knight,
John Mohr, kofccouncil7515@gmail.com

Lectors: Mary Ryan, peanut65@comcast.net

Mass Greeters: Pat Mursch,
cpmursch@comcast.net

Men’s Faith Sharing Group: Tom Burke,
tomburkeyourwillbedone@gmail.com

Music Ministry: David Tapp,
musicdirector@stjohn;a. org

OCIA: Lori Miller, 856-905-2624

Prayer Network: Lisa Petrino, 267-994-4513
Shared Meals: Nancy Doyle,
sharedmeals@stjohnpa.org
SJE Faith Formation: Tom Burke,
tomburkeyourwillbedone@gmail.com
Social Concerns Committee: Monica Forst,
socialconcerns@stjohnpa.org, 215-378-6781
Ushers: Walter Burek, walterburek@icloud.com
Women of the Word Prayer Group:
Kathy Ross, 267-230-1224
Youth Ministry: Maria Shadle,
flame.ym19067 @gmail.com
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Saint John the Evangelist

Christmas Mass Schedu
Wednesday, December 24th

Chrlstmas Eve Masses
4:00 PM and 8:00 PM

Thursday, December 25th
Chrlstmas Day Masses
7:30 AM 9:30 A 11:30 AM
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“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light” (Isa. 9:1). At times, we may feel
overwhelmed by the circumstances surrounding us, whether within our families or within society.
But we must always take heart -- in the darkness that may engulf us, Christ is our Light! It’s time
for us to pause and see this Light and feel its warmth. As we celebrate Christmas Masses as one
parish family united by faith, may the light of Christ illumine your ways and fill your homes.

All the readings for all the various Christmas liturgies proclaim the same mystery: The
Incarnation. God not only authors life and sustains it, He chooses to become one of us.
Whatever the circumstances of your life right now; grief or joy, struggle or success, faith or
doubt, love or betrayal, Jesus has lived it Himself, and He longs to live it with you. Allow
Him to enter into your moments and give you the life for which you were created.

I would like to thank each and every one of you for your commitment to our parish this past
year. The giving of your time, talent and treasure to the Lord continues to reflect God’s presence in
our community. | would also like to extend my gratitude to all the volunteers who have worked so
hard to make our Christmas celebrations truly wonderful. Additionally, a special thank you to our
staff and the devoted members of the various ministries in our parish and especially to those few
who work quietly behind the scenes all the time to make our parish vibrant.

My Christmas message this year is to encourage and challenge all of you to become more
involved. It is not so much a question of giving more; it is a question of giving more of ourselves.
Moreover, that’s what God did when He entered our world at the first Christmas. God will fill us
with His peace if there is room for Him in our lives.

In closing, my prayer for all of you is that you, your families and your homes be filled with
the Blessings of Peace, Joy and Love. At the same time, I thank you all, most sincerely, for your
thoughtful prayers, inspiring Christmas greetings and generous gifts.

On behalf of myself, Father Gibbs, the Parish Deacons and the Parish Office Staff — we wish
you and your loved ones a Christmas Season filled with the Light of our Lord’s birth, and the
peace and joy that comes from the knowledge of Emmanuel, God-with-us!

May God’s abundant graces and blessings continue to be yours!

)

Reverend William J. Monahan
Pastor

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
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Saint John the Evangelist
Parish Religious Education Program (PREP)

December is
the Month qf

the

Immaculate

C oncqption

Virtue of the Month
Cenerosity: Giving of
oneself in a willing and
cheerful manner for the
good of others.

Family Faith Activity
of the Month

Pause and give your
full attention to your
family members when
they speak with you.

Attention Children of the Parish

Dear Children,

There are just four days left until Christmas.

Let’s make the most of these four days to get our
hearts super ready for Jesus’ birthday. Decide to do or
pray something each day as a gift for Jesus. Write it
down and do it.

December 21%

December 22™

December 23

December 24™

To God Be the Glory

“Let the Lord enter;

He is the King of Glory.”
-Psalm 24
4 days. . . let us joyfully prepare.

PREP Blessings

In anticipation of Our Lord’s Birth and in

thanksgiving for our dear Catechists and

Volunteers, we gathered for a beautiful

evening of enjoying one another’s

company, sharing a delicious meal, and
hearing an anointed talk on the gift of
Prayer and Our Relationship with Our
Lord. Thank you, dear Catechists and

Volunteers for your faithful
commitment and for bearing the light of
Our Lord to all, especially to our
children.

DRE: Christa Stefanchik 215-295-9239
prepdirector@stjohnpa.org
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‘ Saint John the Evangelist Church

Last WEEK

Collechons@.;

Forty-Ninth Sunday in 2025

Conceins ,
= . Regular Sunday Collection $10,961
" ik ‘ Parish Giving 5.569

you

Total $16,530
Loving Hands Meeting—Sunday, December 21st at 1:00 PM in
the Social Concerns Meeting Room. Forty-Ninth Sunday in 2024

Regular Sunday Collection $ 7,826
Shared Meals—Friday, December 26th, from 4:30-8:00 PM in Parish Giving 5,256
the Religious Education Center. See Sign-up Genius for ways that Total $ 13,082
you can help. YTD Sunday Collection

(July 1,2025—Dec.7,2025)  $297,259
Thank you for your continued
generosity!

The Knights of Columbus wish to express our deep appre-

ciation to the parishioners of Saint John the Evangelist THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2025 10AM-NOON

for their amazing response to this year's Jesse Tree pro-
gram. Your continuing support and generosity will give
550 children over 1,000 gifts to open on Christmas morn-
ing. Thank you and Merry Christmas!

ST. IGNATIUS AUDITORIUM (UNDER CHURCH)

£ %
YOUTH IN 7™-12™ GRADE WELCOME TO%*
Presentation Of LA ) HELP WITH THE SERVICE POJECT 8

) : » PLEASE REGISTER HERE! 352 N /

the Gifts i

o P X , : INTERESTED IN DONATING TO OUR
“Bringing up the gifts” is a way to offer our intentions and unite
them to the offering of Christ. If you have requested the Mass
intention and you are in attendance at the Mass and you wish

to take up the Offertory gifts, please check in with the Ushers
or Sexton 10 minutes before Mass begins. Thank you!

SERVICE PROJECT? FIND OUR AMAZON WISHLIST HERE"

: a4\ - Aqu (/;ZIJf 4// (//({d/ﬁt’?{)

A“& @A -.
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OoCLA: Catholic Initiation of Adults

é k\é)@ Rite of Welcoming the Candidates

December 2% gt the 9:230 Mass

At this Rite of Welcoming, our community has the privilege of joyfully receiving and sincerely affirming
support for our candidates for initiation, Garrett and Megan, as they publicly express their desire to
continue their preparation. We rejoice in the Holy Spirit who nourishes their spiritual growth and who
renews our own commitment to faith and witness as a community. By our prayers and actions, we provide
the model and instruction for living a vibrant life in Christ that leads others to Him.

During the ceremony the candidates are signed with the Cross as a reminder of their Baptism and its hope of
life eternal. May all of us bring to mind and heart at that moment our own reception into the family of God

and our desire to share the Good News with others.

For information on Catholic Initiation of Adults, check our parish website or call Lori Miller at 856-905-2624.

Look Who Grrived €or (ookies
and Milk al, Saind, Johin gl
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Sunday, December 21

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Henry Grezlak, Jr., requested by Carol Lynn Grezlak
John Lynch, requested by the Kenworthy Family
All the Members of our Parish

7:30 AM
9:30 AM
11:30 AM

Monday, December 22: Monday in Advent
8:00 AM Jim McCarthy, requested by the McCarthy Family

Tuesday, December 23: Saint John of Kanty
8:00 AM Healing intention for Will Nally, requested by Joe and Pat

Mursch

Wednesday, December 24: Wednesday in Advent

8:00 AM Timothy Lenihan, requested by Carl and Karen Wanjek
4:00 PM  All the Members of our Parish

8:00 PM  All the Members of our Parish

Thursday, December 25: The Nativity of the Lord
7:30 AM  All the Members of our Parish

9:30 AM  All the Members of our Parish
11:30 AM All the Members of our Parish

Friday, December 26: Saint Stephen

8:00 AM Tyler Amburger and Matt Loftus, requested by Sheila
ardone

Saturday, December 27: Saint John
8:00 AM Walter Puzan, requested by Darryl and Maureen Puzan

4:00 PM Deceased members of the Chambers and DiAngelo Fami-
lies, requested by Mr. and Mrs. Walter Chambers

Sunday, December 28
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
7:30 AM  All the Members of our Parish
930 AM  Living intention for John Monahan, requested anonymously
11:30 AM  Robert Webster, requested by his Family

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

f/’mm Z = REMEMBER =
%&7 42974

Ronald Ardenti Luke Elme:
Gregory Baugher Eugenia Fernan
Janice Baugher Roselyn Foulke
Jerry Belardo Dee Galloway
Fiona Bishop Roger Garceau
John Bowman David Green
Richard Brady Conor H. Tony Rago
Alain Brutus Janet and Jimmy Haley Marie Sandor
Baby Emmie James Anthony Ivory Albert Spicer
Mary Cordero Joseph P. Kirlin, IIT Joseph Stracci
Claudia Currie Mary Larson Anthony Taddei
Claudia DiBraccio Marie Liebsch Russell Taddei
Michael Donahue Theresa Land Rosemary Weinberg
and all the residents of Yardley Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center,
rden Court and Remington.
Tormed,

This Week on Forrnmed

Week of December 21, 2025

The Story of Christmas/Benjamin Cello
> Christmas Special

' In this special hour-long television event, Benjamin
Cello and his friends travel to Pennywhistle Park
for a spectacular shadow puppet retelling of “The
Story of Christmas” by Brother Joseph and “The
Shadow of His Wings” puppet theater.

Christmas/Sacred Art

Join Dr. Ben Akers and Taylor Kemp as they look
at the painting Adoration of the Shepherds by
Gerard van Honthorst to celebrate the Nativity of
Our Lord. This famous painting reveals the Christ
Child as the light that has come into the world
and also depicts the Blessed Mother, St. Joseph,
and the shepherds to be models of adoration to
our humble Lord who came as a helpless baby,

What Catholics Believe About Christmas: Tradi-

- tions, Santa Claus
REAL ’

PERSON? Join Dr. Michael Barber as he answers some of
1 the internet’s most popular questions about
Christmas. What are the 12 days of Christmas?

| o Was Santa Claus a real person? What is Advent?

Our parish has a FORMED subscription.
Visit signup.formed.org and select our parish name.

CONWELI-EGAN

CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOI

We would like to congratulate the following parishioners who
attend Conwell-Egan Catholic H.S. and achieved Academic Hon-
ors for the First Quarter of the 2025-2026 school year:

Margaret Fronheiser—First Honors
Eloise Fronheiser—First Honors
Joseph Magee lll—Second Honors




SAFE, EFFECTIVE SOLUTIONS FOR:

ADD/ADHD
ellness AUTISM - ANXIETY
301 Oxford Valley Road DEPRESSION
Suite 703B * Yardley c@aﬂ MOOD DISORDERS
...and more

215-321-9502

'www.achievewell.net

’ "
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> ¥

215.882.1623

l CareNestHomeCareAgency.com

careiest

(ML FREE CONSULTATION

+ Nestled care services

« Accepts transfers

« Help w/waiver applications

« Hiring CNAs with weekly pay

« Helping clients to get FREE
home care

Your community business
serving nestled care services

1S. Pennsylvania Ave.

ne 7€  Morrisville, PA 19067
we proudly offer ROOFING = SIDING = GUTTERS +
DISCOUNTS FOR: /\
e |21 PHOENIX
« FIRST RESPONDERS ’(“\ ROOFING C O.
« REFERRALS
STORM DAMAGE?
FREE mm call our prompt response team!
i) WESPECIALIZE N DANAGE CLAIMS AND WORK ON
YOUR BEHALF, ENSURING A STRESS-FREE PROCESS
T0 MAKE YOUR HOME WHOLE AGAIN

1-866-4PHOENIX

JOHN PATRICK
publishing company, inc,

For Advertising
Information Contact
Kathleen Gregory
215-858-9733
Kgregory@jppc.net

FitzGerald-Sommer Funeral Home
Pre-Arranged Funerals
Anna L. Sommer - Director

17 South Delaware Avenue, Yardley  215-493-2228

Burns Family Funeral Homes
Family Owned & Operated Since 1939
Martin J. Burns Funeral Home, Inc.

1514 Woodbourne Road - Levittown, PA 19057
Lisa Burns Campbell, Supervisor
www.burnsfuneralhome.com 215-547-3040

Residential & Commercial
v 1909 Meadowbrook Rd.
Feasterville PA 19053

Py I.EMI'E 267-255-6020

stonebackjennifer@gmail.com

Ask #WHATS © MAs%gng.l :‘-llﬁl“l.'E‘l:t:I -"I:\),:?KEI!ESPAIR

RIDESHARING
SAFETY TIPS

-

We Find & Fix Leaks! [~ Gz 2 2 22" a-wmwm ]

YNI&ME : $11o? Io|:|: :

- 1 Any New Roof Replacement |

s @stop =W§-\ L:::::::::::::::::'
Das —_— T 30% OFF |
a ;_‘as n“vnl Pnn i Any Roof, Chir.nney, Gutter, E
o match l:nus‘rn“m‘n“ 1 _ Masonry Repair & SENIORS :

I 55?inform ----------------------

Family Owned/Operated - Lic. #13VH0934200
Bonded & Insured « 20+ Years

732-589-9967

in remembrance of

Samantha, jadephdon

Our .
advertlsers o)

...our
bulletin

“1Any New Stairlift With This Ad

« FREE in home evaluations
« Family owned & operated for more than 20 years

1.888.900.8883

www.Tri-StateStairlifts.com

tri-state e

STAIRLIFTS

American
/ Red Cross
Thank an advertlser' -

Let them know you saw their ad
in the weekly church bulletin!

Make a Difference in Your Community

thank them, and show them the M‘: ABE
when you visit their establishments.

basement waterproofing

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains - Foundation Repair - Mold Remediation
All Work Guaranteed

215-639-8500

www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

193 St. John the Evangelist, Lower Makefield, PA (1)

VOLUNTEER

with the American Red Cross

Join today at redcross.org/Volunteer

4 o
Mallory's Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
; www.MallorysArmy.com
% (973) 440-8657 « info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send
your email address by text message:
Text MALLORYSARMY to

John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 * www.jppc.net



J. Allen Hooper Funeral Chapel, Inc.
Stephen W. Ullrich - Owner/Supervisor
41 West Trenton Avenue  Morrisville, PA 19067 « www.HooperFuneralChapel.com
Providing A Free Casket to all deceased Veterans « 215-295-7725

Bg'_’"‘&';'sg’é‘l’:“ ™) CITYRLT| PERELLA BUILDING MASONRY
Any Purchase of $1,500 B ¢ Financial Advisor | CONTRACTORS, LLC|* Brick
: A i i ® Concrete ﬂ
%‘m et lorcmore o 1020551‘335,\/7/;:)111?011:1 Since 1985 ¥
. etail only. Coupon must be : ) s C lete Chi Work
35 Swamp Road » Newtown, P4 presented at time of purchase. : Yardley, Pennsylvania 19067 Roofing * Siding * Windows Discountof?:l;ufis:iune::n ey or
2 1 5-357-0909 Cannot be combined with any Call Norman Scherff-Local Diocese Member

www.hollandfloor.com BURTSNIENEET|  (215)504-1628 | jome: 215.493.4220 | (215) 962-2862
N (215) 470-2352 Cell: 215.801.8812
carlf@stifel.com

Retirement Planning .
401K/403B Rollovers cperella123@gmail.com

www.PerellaContractors.com

Carl Perella owner

» Produce + Gourmet Cheese Stifel, Nicolaus & Company
* Seafood * Java Jim's Coffe ~ Parishioner ~
* Meat * Prepared Foods

- Bakery « Floral OFFICE FOR RENT [R= S omicrt Cord g R‘:t-
7 Locations in PA & NJ Profussionil Bullting [ RS il 9 %—- e

Former Medical Office
JIM D°ORLANDO

Yardley :
347-768-1600 Ask for Mireya 3313 Wools‘ton Drl‘ve o Vardley PA
1603 Big Oak Road
Realtor | Buy, Sell, Invest reaJ
Real Broker, LLC YOUR PARISH ROOFER Yardley PA 19067

oceansmjm7@gmail.com  fmmEmimedRonei NeReom ShopRite onardley
Save thousands when you list with me! NEW ROOFS| REPAIRS | SHINGLES & SIDING} ROOF COATING 215-595-0078
267-987-4892 | $995% | $95%| $1000 OFF | $395¢%
jamesdorlando21S@gmail.com  Residenr o [N LI INSETCATC K e
Licensed in PA & NJ Parishioner

15 YEAR GUARANTEE - FREE ESTIMATES 215.464.6425
A. Brooks Construction, Inc. CALL TODAY AT Family Owned and a FREE INSPECTION

215-752-6145 - - > Operated Since 1987 9 0 Licensed & Insured
] A\ ST Home of the D~ Aanio 0 0
\: e, \ $89.99

Yardley, PA

MCCAFFREY'

FOOD MARKETS

Diagnostic
Roof Repai
of Repair RIGHT WAY
Guaranteed WATERPROOFING CO.
ety Leak Repair BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
New Roofs & ggil:'tfgrs& .\Is&(go%v Sutter Repairs ML REMEDLATIOR
Garage Door Installation/Repair 215-427-1727
www.abrooksconstruction.com SRR www.RightwayWaterproofing.com

INSTALLATION & REPAIR

Repaus&Mamt New Installs | Res/Com
GUTTERS, SIDING, WINDOWS, SKYLIGHTS

215-295-4535 267-243-8039 Bridge Stree e, P 336
www.bigoakcitgo.com www.AlsRoofing.org 440-6 s 0 oncenter@gma .

iYyrehab

PHYSICAL THERAPY
Parneet Kaur PT, MSPT
7" i Clinic DIRECTOR

l 229 Plaza Blvd., Suite 20
Morrisville, PA 19067

Located in Pennsbury Plaza

267078007160 0) SCAN ME

, Al’s Group Roofing |MI 0 .- 0 o. a - 0 ! e '- e .'.-- ab

Bl R

Serving the Community Since 197

S & h Kathryn E. Morales, Supervisor y/
/| 1K Oug ert y 2200 TRENTON ROAD, LEVITTOWN PA 19056 _ 5 8 h f
” . 215-943-7240 _— Yy )

’v.\_. gy

nc. www.doughertyfuneralhome.com o
193 St. John the Evangelist, Lower Makefield, PA (B) John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166  www.jppc.net
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